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For over 41 years, Sanford Jossen, Esq. has been a key figure in alternative dispute resolution. 
Since 1987, he has mediated or arbitrated thousands of cases across a wide variety of civil 
litigation matters. Mr. Jossen served as a panelist for the Los Angeles Superior Court’s arbitration 
panel from 1987 to the conclusion of the program. He also served on the Los Angeles Superior 
Court’s mediation panel from its inception to the conclusion of the program, when he was on the 
Executive Board - reflecting his insight into ADR proceedings. Beyond this experience, he was a 
seminal member of the California Court of Appeal’s mediation program and a seminal member of 
the United States District Court, Central District’s mediation panel, where he remains active. He 
has completed over 400 hours of training and continuing education in the fields of mediation, 
arbitration, and dispute resolution, and was an Adjunct Professor at the Straus Institute for Dispute 
Resolution at Pepperdine University School of Law. 
 
With a wealth of experience in handling delicate cases and challenging clients, Mr. Jossen has 
demonstrated his ability to navigate highly sensitive matters with a unique blend of 
professionalism and empathy. He has a successful track record of mediating highly sensitive 
personal injury and civil cases, including sexual molestation cases, making him a go-to mediator 
in the industry. Mr. Jossen conducts his cases with compassion and a commitment to fair and 
equitable outcomes for all litigants. He understands the complex emotions involved in legal 
disputes and values the opportunity for all parties to have their voices heard. His patience, 
responsiveness, and accommodation ensure that all parties have a safe and respectful 
environment to express the manner in which their disputes have affected them. 
 
As a litigator, Mr. Jossen is a seasoned attorney with over four decades of experience. He has 
been in the trenches and personally handled every component of litigation for each case he 
handled, from research, writing, litigation, trial, and appeal. In addition, he regularly represented 
his clients in mediation and arbitration proceedings, both pre- and post-initiation of litigation 
involving cases of all kinds. This includes contractual arbitration including underinsured and 
uninsured motorist matters.  
 
Mr. Jossen has been honored with an impressive array of awards and accolades, including twice 
receiving the President's Award from the Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles (2005 
and 2007). He has achieved the highest peer rating standard of “AV Preeminent” by Martindale-
Hubbell, which is reserved for attorneys who are ranked at the highest level of professional 
excellence for their legal expertise, communication skills, and ethical standards by their peers. In 
2004, Mr. Jossen was first selected as a Southern California Super Lawyer, and he has been 
selected again consecutively every year since 2008. 
 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

• Personal Injury • Fee Disputes 

• Civil Rights • Legal Malpractice 

• Sexual Molestation / Sexual Harassment • Insurance Coverage / Bad Faith 

• Government Entity Claims • Landlord / Tenant / Habitability 

• Premises Liability • Minor’s Compromise 

• Commercial Contract/ General Business • Professional Liability 

• Division of Settlement Proceeds • UIM / UM 
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DISPUTE RESOLUTION EXPERIENCE 

• Neutral, ADR Services, Inc., 2023-Present. 

• Mediation Panel, California Court of Appeal, 2002-Present. 

• Settlement Officer, United States District Court, 2001-Present. 

• Attorney-Client Fee Dispute Program, Beverly Hills Bar Association, 1987-2008. 

• Attorney-Client Fee Dispute Program, Los Angeles County Bar Association, 1987-2000. 

• Arbitrator, American Arbitration Association, 1990-2023. 

• Mediation and Arbitration Panelist, Los Angeles Superior Court, 1987-Present. 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

• Los Angeles Magazine, Super Lawyers, 2004 and 2008-2023. 

• Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles, President’s Award, 2007. 

• Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles, President’s Award, 2005. 

• United States Congress, Certificate of Appreciation, 1997. 

• California State Assembly, Certificate of Recognition, 1997. 

• County of Los Angeles, Commendation for Service to the Community, 1997. 

• City of Los Angeles, Certificate of Appreciation for Service to the Community, 1997. 

• Los Angeles Unified School District, Certificate of Recognition, 1997. 

• Los Angeles Superior and Municipal Courts, Numerous Certificates of Appreciation for Pro 
Bono Services as Arbitrator/Mediator/Settlement Officer. 

 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

• Adjunct Professor, Pepperdine University School of Law, 2008-2013. 

• Chairperson, Lawyers Referral Service Executive Committee, Los Angeles County Bar 
Association, 2018-Present. 

• Commission on Judicial Nominees Evaluation (JNE), State Bar of California, 2006-2009.  

• Task Force on Tort Reform of the Los Angeles Dependency Court, 1999-2009. 

• Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee, Los Angeles Superior Court, 2006-2007. 

• Administrative and Personnel Hearing Examiner, City of Santa Monica, 2008. 

• Twice appointed as referee by the Los Angeles Superior Court in both Dependency and 
Delinquency division. 

 
EDUCATION 

• UC Hastings College of the Law, “Advanced Advocacy Program,” Certificate, 1991. 

• University of Southern California, School of Law, “Publishing and Recording Aspects of 
the Music Industry,” Certificate, 1985. 

• University of San Diego, School of Law, Juris Doctor, 1980. 

• Southampton College, Long Island University, B.A. in English, 1974. 
 

PUBLISHED ARTICLES 

• “Let There Be Light - Open the Foster care System,” Daily Journal, November 2011. 

• “Law 2020 and Beyond,” Daily Journal, August 2010. 

• “Attorneys Must Fight Bad PR, Convey Virtues to Public,” Daily Journal, March 2005. 

• “Frequently Asked Questions About Medical Malpractice,” Los Angeles County Bar 
Association Website, December 1998. 

• “Incorporating the Stars,” Volume 4, Number 5, Los Angeles Lawyer, July/August 1981. 

• “Fiduciary Aspect of the Personal Manager’s Relationship with a Performing Artist,” 167 
Cal. Rptr. 33 (Supp.) [Pocket Part] Number 4, 1980. 

• Numerous articles in the Daily Journal and letters in the Los Angeles Times. 
 


