
Few judges embody both scholarly excellence and
practical wisdom as fully as Hon. Rita “Sunny”
Miller (Ret.). Known for her warmth, intellect, and
unwavering commitment to fairness, Judge Miller
brings to her work as a mediator and arbitrator the
perspective of a seasoned litigator, trial judge, and
pro tem appellate jurist. 

A graduate of Loyola Law School, where she ranked
first in her class, Judge Miller went on to build a
distinguished career as a partner at preeminent
civil litigation boutique, Munger, Tolles & Olson.
Judge Miller went on to serve 18 years on the Los
Angeles Superior Court, including over 14 years in a
busy downtown civil Independent Calendar
courtroom. She later sat by designation as a Justice
Pro Tem on the California Court of Appeal, where
she authored opinions on complex civil issues.
Along the way, she became known not only for her
legal acumen, but also for her kindness, patience,
and ability to connect with people from every walk
of life. 

We sat down with Judge Miller to learn more about
her career, her philosophy as a neutral, and what
drives her in her work today. 
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Q: You spent more than two decades as a civil
litigator before joining the bench. What did that
experience teach you? 

Judge Miller: I was fortunate to practice at a great
firm, where I handled a wide variety of cases, both
for plaintiffs and defendants. These included all
sorts of business disputes, contract matters,
entertainment, real property, legal malpractice, 

insurance contracts and bad faith and even
aerospace. Managing major litigation for clients
built in me deep foundations across the spectrum
of civil law. I learned that litigation is a long-
distance run – not a sprint. It’s so important to get
along with opposing counsel, to get to the heart of
the dispute without detours into time-wasting
disagreements that do not move the ball down the
field. It is also important to remember that, if you
do not come clean in discovery, a fair judge will
keep you from later using what you concealed. Fair
play is the best way to get the job done in the long
run and I try to enforce that principle whenever the
need arises. 

Q: What areas of law do you consider your
strongest? 

Judge Miller: I’ve got a substantial background in
all types of business litigation as well as
employment, personal injury, real property,
professional malpractice, and entertainment
disputes. As a judge, I presided over hundreds if not
thousands of civil matters, and on the Court of
Appeal I authored numerous opinions. I’d say I’ve
seen pretty much anything anyone can throw at me
in the area of civil litigation. If not, I will study hard
to get it right. 
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Q: What would you say are your core strengths
as a mediator?  

Judge Miller: First, I work incredibly hard—I often
spend far more time preparing than what’s built
into my rate, and I continue to follow up pretty
much forever if we don’t reach a resolution at the
initial session. Second, I bring more than 45 years
of legal experience to the fray, so I understand
issues quickly and can help parties frame and hone
persuasive arguments to use to convince the other
side. Third, I genuinely like people. I listen carefully
and empathize with them. During hundreds of jury
trials, I focused intently on the jurors—trying to
understand what influenced them. I believe it gave
me unusually good insight into what jurors respond
to – and to human behavior in general. And that’s
what dispute resolution is really about: people.  

Q: How would you describe your approach to
mediation? 

Judge Miller: I empathize with each side and make
sure they feel valued. I seem to forge very strong
bonds with the parties. Then I work to craft and
convey strong arguments that highlight the merits
of the other side’s position. I remind parties about
the costs and uncertainty of litigation, and I often
frame outcomes in terms of probabilities. I’m not
afraid to be evaluative in the right circumstances.
Tools like brackets and mediator’s proposals are
helpful, but ultimately, it’s about persistence—even
after the formal mediation ends, I stay involved for
months, even a year, if I think settlement is
possible. 

Q: And does your approach differ in arbitration? 

Judge Miller: In arbitration, I see myself as sort of a
partner to each side, trying to make sure each has
the best opportunity to present their case in a
compelling way. I work with everyone to get
witnesses on efficiently and without surprises or
major inconvenience. I try to run the process in a
way that ensures fairness, efficiency, and a clear,
thorough record. My awards are comprehensive 

and carefully reasoned. My aim is that the parties
walk away knowing they were heard and that the
decision rests on careful reasoning.  

Q: What motivates you in your neutral work? 

Judge Miller: It’s simple—I want to help people or
businesses resolve disputes so they can move
forward with their lives and enterprises. 

Q: How do you think attorneys who have
appeared before you would describe you?  

Judge Miller: I’d like to think they’d say I’m
friendly, patient, have good people skills and am
always looking for solutions. As a mediator, I have
received feedback that I am persistent and
empathetic, and as an arbitrator well-prepared and
fair, which I find incredibly rewarding.  

Q: You’ve had such a rich career. Looking back,
what personal values have guided your
professional life? 

Judge Miller: I believe deeply in the rule of law—
The law is the product of centuries of smart, fair
people working out, bit by bit, what justice looks
like in countless circumstances. To be part of that—
to help people find justice through it—has been the
honor of my life. 

Sunny by Name, Steady by Nature  

The arc of Judge Miller’s career—litigator, trial
judge, appellate justice, now mediator and
arbitrator—has always bent toward resolution. In
her current work, she pairs decades of legal
mastery with the patience and empathy that have
long defined her. Attorneys trust her preparation
and persistence; clients value her fairness, insight,
and ability to see the human dimension in every
dispute. Whether guiding parties through
mediation or delivering well-reasoned arbitration
awards, Judge Miller embodies the rare
combination of rigor and humanity that makes
resolution not only possible, but lasting. 


