Veteran
Alameda
judge

lays down
his gavel
for the last
time after
hundreds

of trials

on Voyage, fudge Hodge

JASON DOIY

FIELD TRIP: Judge Richard Hodge talks with jurors as he shows them around “Old Oakland” in the down-

town area. The jurors were deciding a case involving the center.

By Sonia GIORDANI
RECORDER STAFF WRITER

udge Richard Hodge, one of the
East Bay's last-standing Jerry
Brown appointees, will retire his
gavel this month after 20 years

on the Alameda County bench.
During his tenure presiding over hun-
dreds of trials and settlements ranging

from emotionally taxing mental health
hearings to complex civil litigation.
Hodge earned the respect of attorneys on
both sides of the aisle for his hard work,
wit and willingness to think outside the
box.

“1 just disconnected myself from my
entire information base — from my
past,” said a wistful Hodge, who spent
months slowly packing up the cabinets

of case files and books that he accumu-
lated like trophies in his chambers over
the years.

Among trial attorneys, Hodge has
earned a reputation as a stellar judge ca-
pable of tackling the most complex is-
sues with enthusiasm and intellectual
stamina. He once reportedly holed up in
his chambers for two days before emerg-

See VETERAN page 4
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